Penance and Reconciliation -- The Fourth Sacrament

In the Mass, we come before God in the presence of our community and our
priest, to humbly ask for forgiveness in any way we have been separated from God's
love--by our actions, words, thoughts or deeds.

Through frequent examination of conscience, we look at our lives and ask ourselves
how well we have served or failed in being followers of Christ.

By naming these moments of separation, these sometimes deliberate and unloving
acts, we prepare ourselves to let go of them and be washed free in the act of penance,
to not carry them any longer through guilt, habit, choice or pain.

In the act of reconciliation, we ask God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, through
agreement with our brother-priest, to create a clean heart and a new spirit within us.
We ask for the strength and grace of reconciliation within ourselves, and for forgiveness
from any we have offended.

"Be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new self, created in God's way in
righteousness and holiness of truth." Ephesians 4:24

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is offered Saturdays, 4:00- 5:10 PM at
St. Stephen Church, 1802 Bethel Rd., Weatherford, TX 76086

For parents seeking First Reconciliation preparation for children grades 2-4, First
Reconciliation is taught with first Eucharist preparation. The completion of First Grade
is a prerequisite. Please contact the Religious Education department for details.

For grade 9 to Adult, please refer to the RCIA team-- (the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults)

For High School students, please refer to the Religious Education Department.

Confirmation preparation is offered to all 8th grade and high school students who have
not received this sacrament and to those students that received the sacrament at a
young age and desire more knowledge regarding this sacrament.



