
St. Stephen Sanctuary Project Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

1) What is the Sanctuary Project? What exactly are we changing? 

The Sanctuary Project is an update and renovation to certain elements of the sanctuary, including: 

replacing carpet with wood and tile on the altar and steps; refinishing the altar and credence tables, 

ambo, chairs, and shelves; adding a statue of St. Joseph; suspending the crucifix between the wall and 

the altar and filling the circle on the wall behind it with inlaid tile; and improvements to our lighting and 

sound systems.  You can see a computer rendering of the sanctuary with all planned updates on the 

church’s website and on the poster located in the church foyer. 

2) Who decided to do this project, and why are we doing it now? 

The Pastoral Council made the decision to commence a sanctuary renovation project back in 2018.  

Several comments had been received from parishioners asking if an update to the sanctuary could be 

considered, with some of the concerns expressed being the condition of the carpet (which was burned 

in spots) and the quality of the lighting and sound systems.  Beyond these types of general 

improvements, the primary objective of the project is to enhance the prayerful environment of the 

sanctuary and to focus our attention, as a Eucharistic people, on the presence of Christ in the 

tabernacle.  Moving the tabernacle to the center of the altar last year was in fact the first physical 

change we made as part of this project. 

3) Who decided on the specific elements of the project?  Did you solicit any suggestions from 

parishioners? 

A special Pastoral Council Sanctuary Project Committee was set up to manage the overall effort, 

comprised of Fr. Mike, Fr. Emmet, members of the council, and a few parishioners with architectural 

background and expertise.  This committee has worked for the past two years and has met numerous 

times with liturgical designers and contractors approved by the diocese to arrive at enhancements that 

can be easily incorporated into our existing sanctuary.  The project plans have all been approved by 

Bishop Olson and both the Projects and Liturgical committees at the diocese. 

4) How long is the project expected to take, and will we continue to have Mass in the church while 

the work is going on? 

The current estimate is that the project will take 4- 6 weeks to complete, with most of the work being 

done during the week and not on the weekends.  With that said, once the work begins, Daily Mass on 

Tuesday through Friday will be held in the Holy Spirit Center.  Weekend Mass on Saturday and Sunday 

will continue to be held in the church.  We will continue to livestream Daily Mass and 10AM and 12PM 

Sunday Mass. 

5) Can I still contribute to the Sanctuary Project? 

Yes.  You can still make monetary contributions.  In particular, we are still raising funds for the purchase 

of the St. Joseph statue as well as additional candles for the altar.  Just make a note on your check or 

envelope indicating that you want the funds to go towards the Sanctuary Project and drop it in the 

collection box or bring it to the church office. 


